
Lessons Learned: 
Planning Corequisite Content
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Lessons Learned

 Start from scratch: Reconsider the gateway course content, pacing, and 
sequencing; layer in the support content.

 Promote and honor departmental collaboration
• How much does your department (or do subsets of your department) collaborate on 

practices such as common course calendars and assessments? 
• How often do you participate in shared professional learning experiences? 
• What does academic freedom mean in your department and what are its boundaries?

 Incorporate regular student input/feedback into departmental work.
 Inspect aggregate and disaggregated data throughout
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Cowley
• Fall 2017 – attended PD at Stanford University, Dr. Jo Boaler
• https://www.youcubed.org/higher-ed/
• Holistic and hands-on project based learning
• Bungee Barbie
• Begun Journals as a way to support reflective learning

• Example: We have been spending time learning about quadratics, what they 
look like, their different forms, how to solve them, etc. What have you 
struggled with the most and how have you overcome this struggle? Where 
have you found success in learning about quadratics? How might you 
continue to deepen your understanding? What do I need to know as your 
instructor that will support you in your educational goals?
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https://www.youcubed.org/higher-ed/


Cowley
• Faculty have academic freedom to teach their classes as they need to.
• Teaching Topics has allowed us to have additional time to invest 

where needed with learners.
• Not all classes look the same, but we have the same benchmarks

• You should be halfway through the content by 8 weeks

• Math Faculty collaborate informally with each other to ensure 
alignment with the KCOGs

• All CAR and CA classes take the same final exam.
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• Support aligned to gateway course
• Just-in-time content
• Embedded success strategies
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Common Calendars and Consistent Expectations
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Ensuring Alignment



Further departmental collaboration:
• Common assessments or portions of assessments
• Common strategies for students who end up over- or under-placed.
• Collaboration on reframing syllabi
• Professional learning

• Sharing results, resources, and strategies
• Universal Design for Learning
• Teaching, learning, and assessment 11
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