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Background

2019-2020 
Year

1. Board goal was established to create a common general education 
package

2. 19-member gen ed working group was created and began working on 
developing a common GE package. 

1. 19-member working group continued to work on 
ge framework 

2. 9-member implementation working group 
created to help write policy

3. Board approved policy changes on June 15, 2022

1. Student complaints about transfer
2. Future of Higher Education Council 
3.  Board directive to address transfer 
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Board Policy 
Amendments



New Systemwide 
General Education 

Program policy 
(Chapter III.A.18)

Amendments to the 
Transfer and 

Articulation Policy 
(Chapter III.A.2.g.)

https://kansasregents.org/about/policies-by-laws-missions/board_policy_manual_2/chapter_iii_coordination_of_institutions_2/chapter_iii_full_text#GenEd
https://kansasregents.org/about/policies-by-laws-missions/board_policy_manual_2/chapter_iii_coordination_of_institutions_2/chapter_iii_full_text#transfer


General Education Web Content 
• https://www.kansasregents.org/academic_affairs/general-education

https://www.kansasregents.org/academic_affairs/general-education
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GE Package Required for                                                               
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Systemwide GE Hours by State 
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3 Hours of Math or Statistics 
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This will be defined by math 
pathways work.  
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& Stats Discipline Area



A math pathways system may look something like the following…. 
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*The application of performance courses in 
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institution 
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English Discipline 
Area

6 Hours

Communications 
Discipline Area

3 Hours 3 Hours

Natural & Physical Sciences
Discipline Area

4-5 Hours

Social & Behavioral 
Sciences Discipline Area

6 Hours

Arts & Humanities 
Discipline Area 

6 Hours

Institutionally 
Designated Area

6 Hours

7-Bucket GE Framework 

6 Hours Determined by the 
Institution. 
This area provides flexibility 
for each institution to define 
requirements to account for 
societal issues, local needs, 
and institutional priorities 
(Intermediate Algebra shall 
not be applied toward 
meeting this area). 

Math 
& Stats Discipline Area









Grading
Performance Courses

Exceptions



Gen Chem I 
& Lab
Chem I 
& Lab for 
Majors

Student Completed GE: Exception 

Natural & Physical Sciences
Discipline Area

An institution requires native students to complete a specific
GE requirement.

An institution wishes to continue requiring - and not waive -
such a GE course requirement when the transfer student
completed the systemwide GE or the discipline bucket
requirement through systemwide transfer coursework.

What is required?

A request to continue requiring – and not waive – such a GE
course requirement for transfer students.

https://kansasregents.org/academic_affairs/general-education/implementing-systemwide-ge#request-to-continue
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Chem I 
& Lab for 
Majors

Student Completed GE: Exception 

Natural & Physical Sciences
Discipline Area

Gen Chem I 
& Lab

Student Completed GE:Exception

An institution requires native students to complete a specific
GE requirement.

An institution wishes to continue requiring - and not waive -
such a GE course requirement when the transfer student
completed the systemwide GE or the discipline bucket
requirement through systemwide transfer coursework.

What is required?

A request to continue requiring – and not waive – such a GE
course requirement for transfer students.

An institution wishes for a major to deviate from the 
systemwide GE framework. 

What is required?

A request to deviate from the systemwide GE.

https://kansasregents.org/academic_affairs/general-education/implementing-systemwide-ge#request-to-continue
https://www.kansasregents.org/academic_affairs/general-education/implementing-systemwide-ge#request-to-deviate


Grading
Performance Courses

Exceptions



Chem I 
& Lab for 
Majors

Student Completed GE: Grading Student Completed GE: Performance 
Courses

If a receiving institution requires all its native students to earn 
a “C” or higher in a specific GE course(s), it cannot require a 
transfer student who completed the systemwide GE to retake 
and ultimately earn a higher grade in such a specific GE course 
in which he/she earned a “D” Grade.

However, it should be noted that if the student is pursuing a 
program with a grade standard that is required to meet 
selective admission criteria or is necessary to meet 
programmatic accreditation or licensure standards, the 
student may be required to retake a GE course and ultimately 
earn a higher grade.

If a receiving institution prohibits native students from 
using a performance course (e.g., piano I) to apply toward 
the six-credit-hour arts and humanities bucket, it cannot 
enforce the same standard when a transfer student 
completed the systemwide GE.



Chem I 
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Student Completed GE: Grading Student Completed GE: 
Performance Courses

If a receiving institution requires all its native students to earn 
a “C” or higher in a specific GE course(s), it cannot require a 
transfer student who completed the systemwide GE to retake 
and ultimately earn a higher grade in such a specific GE course 
in which he/she earned a “D” Grade.

However, it should be noted that if the student is pursuing a 
program with a grade standard that is required to meet 
selective admission criteria or is necessary to meet 
programmatic accreditation or licensure standards, the 
student may be required to retake a GE course and ultimately 
earn a higher grade

If a receiving institution prohibits native students from 
using a performance course (e.g., piano I) to apply toward 
the six-credit-hour arts and humanities bucket, it cannot 
enforce the same standard when a transfer student 
completed the systemwide GE.
Arts & Humanities Discipline Area – 6 Credit 
Hours
At least two courses from two subject areas
Art *
Communications 
Cultural Studies 
Dance* 
English 
General Humanities 
History 
Literature 
Modern and Classical Languages 
Music*
Philosophy 
Religion 
Theater* 
Other subjects that the offering institution 
determines fit within the arts and humanities 
*The application of performance courses in this 
subject area is at the discretion of the institution 







Ron took: English Comp I and II and 
Music Appreciation and US History since 1877





Completing the Systemwide GE versus Not 
Completing the Systemwide GE

Issue Transfer Student 
Completed the 
Systemwide GE

Transfer Student Did not 
Complete the Systemwide GE 
but completed a GE bucket

Can the receiving institution apply institutional 
GE  grading standards (e.g., a student is 
required to earn a "C" in certain GE courses)?

No

Can the receiving institution apply 
performance course standards (e.g., not allow 
a transfer piano course to count in the arts and 
humanities bucket)? 

No
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Issue Transfer Student 
Completed the
Systemwide GE
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Complete the Systemwide GE 
but completed a GE bucket
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Completing the Systemwide GE versus Not 
Completing the Systemwide GE

Issue Transfer Student 
Completed the 
Systemwide GE

Transfer Student Did not 
Complete the Systemwide GE 
but completed a GE bucket

Can the receiving institution apply institutional 
GE  grading standards (e.g., a student is 
required to earn a "C" in certain GE courses)?

No Yes

Can the receiving institution apply 
performance course standards (e.g., not allow 
a transfer piano course to count in the arts and 
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